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In the Abstract 

Please substitute the following amended Abstract for the Abstract as currently pending 
(deleted matter is shown by strikethrough and added matter is shown by underlining): 

The pr e s e nt inv e ntion relat e s to a r e clining mechanism having a construction in which a 
plurality of pawls ar e rec e iv e d in a pair of housings that ar e r e lativ e ly rotatably conn e ct e d to 
e ach oth e r, e ach of th e s e pawls being pr e v e nted from rotating relativ e to on e of said housings 
and being e ngag e abl e with a ratch e t form e d in th e other of said housings, e ach of said pawls 
being mov e d by a spring forc e from a fr ee position in which the r e lative rotation of said housings 
is p e rmitt e d to a locking position in which th e r e lativ e rotation of said housings is prev e nt e d by 
virtu e of e ngag e ment of th e pawl and said ratchet, wherein at least on e of th e pawls is mov e d 
prior to th e oth e r of th e pawls wh e n e ach of said pawls mov e s from said fr ee position to said 
locking position. 

According to utilization of such a construction, when e ach of th e slid e pawls mov e s by 
the spring force from the fr e e position to the locking position, in its initial state, th e spring force 
can converg e on on e of th e slid e pawls, for exampl e , th e slid e pawl having a pr e ceding 
mov e m e nt start timing. — Th e r e for e , th e e ngag e m e nt (locking) forc e b e tw ee n on e of th e slid e 
pawls and th e ratchet can b e increas e d without incr e asing th e spring forc e . As a r e sult, so call e d 
"tooth slippag e " may b e e liminated so that th e locking p e rformance of the r e clining m e chanism 
can b e increased. 

A reclining mechanism may have a construction in which a plurality of pawls are 
received in a pair of housings that are relatively rotatably connected to each other, each of these 
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pawls being prevented from rotating relative to one of the housings and being engageable with a 
ratchet formed in the other of the housings, each of the pawls being moved by a spring force 
from a free position in which the relative rotation of the housings is permitted to a locking 
position in which the relative rotation of the housings is prevented by virtue of engagement of 
each of the pawls and the ratchet, wherein at least one of the pawls is moved prior to the other of 
the pawls when each of the pawls moves from the free position to the locking position. 



